
Winter means RAIN 
 

The New Year has begun and with Winter in Southern 

California, hopefully that means rain.  Thankfully, we 

have had some rain and hope to get more in the next 

few months.  There have been some very high tides, 

but thankfully no serious flooding.  Additionally, the 

City of Oxnard got its sand rake out onto the beach and 

cleaned up all the storm debris faster than in any year 

that I can recall, going back to 1997!   Thank you very 

much! 

 

New Years also signaled the date for your Associa-

tion’s Annual Meeting, which was held on January 9th.  

The Board of Directors was elected smoothly with one 

new addition, Kathy Mendes being elected to replace 

April Williams.  More about the wonderful things April 

contributed later.  The board met in executive session 

immediately after the Annual Meeting and elected its 

officers for the year.  They are: 

 Alan Friedman — President 

 Julie Pena — Vice President 

 Kristine Barsky — Secretary 

 George Doonan  — Treasurer 

 Ross Goodman —  Director 

 Mary Ellen Harwell — Director 

 Kathy Mendes — Director 

As well as serving as President, I’ll also continue to 

publish this Newsletter, hopefully four times this year 

and help out with the Association’s new web site.  

 

Thanks to the newly reorganized Oxnard Shores/Dunes 

Neighborhood Council, we had a VERY successful 

Dumpster Day last month on January 16th.  There were 

dumpsters in both the Dunes and on Mandalay Beach 

Road in the Shores and a total of seven loads were 

hauled away.  A HUGE debt of gratitude and thanks 

goes to the Oxnard City Corps.  This wonderful organi-

zation provided teams of three cheerful young men and 

women to help man each of the dumpsters to assist 

homeowners in removing trash from their vehicles and 

into the dumpsters.  Members of the Neighborhood 

Council provided drinks and snacks for the people 

manning the dumpsters.  Volunteers from your Asso-

ciation also manned each of the dumpsters to assure 

that no hazardous materials were accepted.  The timing 

was perfect as it was clear all day and it did not rain 

until Sunday!  Read more about the neighborhood 

council on page 4. 

 

 

LAST YEAR’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Due to the late start the Board had, due to our election 

issues, this list of accomplishments is not as long as we 

would have liked, but there were some significant 

items.  

First, we hired a web developer to create a new web 

site for the Association.  This was important since the 

original web site (created by Alan Friedman) was  cre-

ated in an old technology and would have been difficult 

to maintain in years to come.  The new web site utilizes 

a state of the art technology called Joomla, which al-

lows almost anyone with some basic understanding and 

a little training to administer the web site.  Further-

more, it allowed the creation of many new and exciting 

additions.  It was April Williams who identified the 

developer and worked with him to create the site.  Re-

cently, three board members were trained on how to 

administer and expand the web site so that the skill is 

NO LONGER in the hands of one individual.   

Second, when the Board learned that we could not have 

a Dumpster Day without a functional Neighborhood 

Council, and with the help of Greg Kenney, a Dunes 

area resident, we helped get the Oxnard Shores/Dunes 

Neighborhood Council reorganized.  There will be 

more about the Council and its plans later in this news-

letter. 

Third, Mary Ellen Harwood and April Williams and 

others on your Board expanded the Street Skipper pro-

gram and had two very successful new activities.  The 

first was the Walkway Beautification effort and its 

awards and celebration.  All the walkways were in-

spected and those properties that had fences in good 

repair, were well landscaped and neat and whose house 

number was clearly displayed were awarded lovely 

certificates and invited to a Margarita Party where their 

efforts were acknowledged.  Black aluminum street 

numbers are also still available to any owner who 

might still need them. 

Fourth, Mary Ellen and April organized the Holiday 

Decoration Contest and the THREE house parties to 

acknowledge those winners.  Prizes were also awarded 

as well as another nice certificate. 

Fifth, your Board of Directors acknowledged that the 

By-Laws of the Association, having been written in 

1960, were clearly out of date and no longer complied 

with the State laws for non-profit organizations. The 

Board of Directors contracted the services  of a local 

attorney who specializes in homeowner  association 

matters to review and correct the by-laws to ensure 

compliance with current  State laws.   
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Plans for this year—2010 
First, with the output of the attorney in our hands, 

and his having made NO CHANGES that would 

require a vote of the membership, the Board of 

Directors has created a committee to further re-

view and revise the By-Laws to make them more 

relevant to the state of affairs in 2010.  Clearly, 

after fifty years, the language has changed as well 

as the community.  From a plot with only a few 

homes, to a nearly completely built out commu-

nity with but a few vacant lots, the by-laws are no 

longer relevant.  However, with the advice of the 

attorney, we will have to have a vote of the entire 

membership to approve the changes that are now 

being proposed.  We hope to have that vote occur 

in the third quarter of this year.  We are contem-

plating having the ballots for that vote enclosed in 

the Fall newsletter. 

Second, the project to improve the landscaping of 

the six entrances to our community, which was put 

on hold last year, will move forward later this 

spring.  We are grateful that the City of Oxnard 

has agreed to handle this project with us on a cost 

sharing basis, provided we select drought resistant 

plants and purchase a suitable amount of mulch. 

Third, your Board of Directors has established a 

set of standing committees to do the bulk of the 

work of your Association.  Thus, going forward, 

there are now board members charged with the 

responsibility to handle the primary tasks of con-

ducting the Association’s business.  Namely, the 

By-Laws committee, the Summer Picnic commit-

tee, the Holiday Decoration Contest committee, 

the landscaping committee, the web site commit-

tee and most importantly, a nominating commit-

tee.  This later group will be charged with the task 

of soliciting owners to join our board of directors 

with an eye towards people serving in specific ca-

pacities.  Principally, we shall be soliciting for a 

new person to assume the position of Treasurer.  

Then, come the Annual Meeting next January, we 

will hope to have a full slate of candidates for the 

seven positions on the board. 

The first priority of these committees is to set the 

dates of the various planned activities so that they 

can be published in THIS newsletter. 

COMING EVENTS: 
Join us for a VIP Tour of the 

Carnegie Art Museum 
and refreshments, especially for the members of the 

Mandalay Shores Community Association 

Sunday, April 11th, 2-4 PM 

Tour starts at 2:30 PM 

Corner of 5th and C Streets,  

Next to Plaza Park in Oxnard 

——————————————- 

SAVE THE DATE 

Annual Summer Picnic 

Saturday July 24, 2010 

Oxnard Beach Park 

Details to follow 
 

————————————————————————-

Our NEW Web site 

If you have not already seen the Association’s 

new web site, still located at: 

WWW.MANDALAYSHORES.ORG 

Please have a good look around.  We now have a 

calendar with the dates and times of upcoming ac-

tivities, a classified section where you can both list 

your skills or find someone to help you with a cur-

rent problem or need.  There, you will also find 

the minutes of all of our previous board meetings, 

the monthly treasurer’s reports, a list of useful 

phone numbers, the current, and soon the proposed 

by-laws, copies of these newsletters and much, 

much more. 
 

  Night Watch/Night Patrol 
The Association continues to appreciate and thank Ron 

and Phyllis Villarreal for the extraordinary effort they 

have and continue to expend to make the Night Patrol 

one of the biggest assets our community has to offer. 

Call Ron or Phyllis for details. 984-2148 
 

Annual Dues Payments 
Thanks to the vastly improved and corrected mailing 

list, we have collected over 70% of the  dues from our 

members already at this early point in the year.  A sec-

ond billing will also be forthcoming.  Note your status 

on the address label! 
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  January Dumpster Day a Big Success 
On January 16th, in cooperation with the Oxnard 

Shores/Dunes Neighborhood Council and the City of 

Oxnard, we held a very successful dumpster day.  

Large bins were placed both in the Dunes and at several 

locations on Mandalay Beach Rd.  The Oxnard City 

Corp provided teams of three great teenagers at each 

bin and the MSCA provided one or two adults to super-

vise the collection to prevent the acceptance of toxic 

materials.  Greg Kenney and his wife provided snacks 

for the City Corp helpers and water for us all.    By the 

end of the day, seven loads of trash had been collected 

and disposed of.  Luckily, the rain held off till Sunday.  

Watch for another dumpster day next year. 

Oxnard’s new Sand Rake in Action 

Retired Oxnard Development Director 

Speaks Out About Hotel Beach  

Expansion Project  
Oxnard, February 12, 2010 – A week after a group of homeown-

ers and residents announced that they had gathered over 700 signa-

tures opposing the proposed massive expansion of the Embassy 

Suites at Mandalay Beach, retired Oxnard Development Director 

sheds light about the original agreement with the City.  
 

In a letter to Diane Delaney, the chair of the Committee Against 

Hotel Expansion, Richard J. Maggio, the retired Oxnard Commu-

nity Development Director  and current resident of Oxnard Shores, 

who was involved in the project stated “This (hotel) project was 

approved in the mid l980's and had the following major land use 

components: Beach enhancement and access, park and open space, 

walkway/bikeways, gated residential, and visitor serving commer-

cial. The Coastal Development permit was approved after consid-

erable public input and fully complied with the Coastal Act, 

Coastal Commission requirements and the City of Oxnard's Local 

plan. Extra care was given to insure that the commercial hotel 

would be compatible with adjacent residential uses. Therefore, the 

Hotel complied with the following Zoning and Design Require-

ments: 
•       Maximum Height 35 feet or three stories. This height re-

striction was required to avoid blocking views and to be visually 

compatible with the character of the surrounding areas and to be 

subordinate to the scenic character of the area. 

•       Hotel buildings' suite windows and balconies face the 

Ocean and away from the adjoining residential uses with several 

feet of setback from Mandalay Beach Road - this assured privacy 

and compatibility with the adjacent residences as required by the 

coastal zoning ordinance. 

•       Overall the project was designed to have a proper rela-

tionship between the finished grades of the site and adjacent prop-

erties. The current Coastal permit application for the Hotel Addi-

tion does not meet any of the above requirements." 

  

The current plans that the developers have submitted to the city 

indicate that the Embassy Suites at Mandalay Beach would: 

  Create a massive hotel that is 5 stories on the Ocean 

  Add 57 Hotel Suites and over 40,000 square feet  

  Add massive elevator and stairwell towers that are above the  

     proposed 52’ roof lines 

  Eliminate the hotel's tennis courts & most of north parking lot, 

     starting within a few feet of the  sidewalk to Public Park which  

     would result in a loss of open space 

   Add 47 Hotel Windows, 8-10 Balconies & 2 Stairwells looking 

    directly into bedrooms, and living   spaces of residents at the  

    Colony  
 

“After city staff directed the Hotel to scale back, their revised 

plans actually increased the number of suites and the size of the 

footprint.  We are again calling on the City Council to require that 

a full and complete EIR be done. We cannot allow rules to be bent 

or broken.  No more exceptions should be made.  A full EIR will 

allow residents equal time and full access in the decision making 

process,” said Delaney  who can be reached at 805-657-0760 and 

by e-mail :  dedelane@earthlink.net for more information. 
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OXNARD SHORES/DUNES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

"A VOICE FOR THE BEACH COMMUNITY" 
 

The Oxnard Shores/Dunes Neighborhood Council was 

re-established to create a forum for our residents to dis-

cuss issues that we face in our neighborhood and create 

a dialogue with city government regarding these issues. 

We have elected officers and have held meetings. We 

have created a mission statement which is “A Voice for 

the Beach Community”.     Our Board of Directors: 

  Greg Kenney - Chair - 805-444-7338 

  Diane Delaney - Vice Chair 805-657-0760 

  Scott Bankert - Secretary 

  Greg Gilbert - Treasurer 

  Kathy Mendes - Member at Large 

  Julie Pena - Member at Large 
 

WE NEED to fill the third  Member at Large position - 

if interested contact Greg Kenney 
 

OSDNC Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every 

month at the Re/Max Gold Coast office on the 

corner of Victoria & Wooley in the Von’s shopping 

center from 6:30PM-8PM.  Our meetings are open to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the public so please join us and let us hear your 

comments and concerns.  We're here to make a differ-

ence in our community. 

Our goals for this year: 

      

   Start an OSDNC Web site to keep our neighbors in 

      formed and involved 

   Express the neighborhood’s opinions on selective  

      issues to the Oxnard City Council 

   File a petition to get the streets in the Dunes  

      resurfaced immediately 

   Oppose the Massive five-story Embassy Suites Hotel 

     expansion across from the Colony and Next to the 

     State Park  (Contact Diane: dedelane@earthlink.net ) 
 

We want to build momentum and encourage people to 

bring their concerns to the OSDNC. We want to give all 

stakeholders an opportunity to express their opinions on 

matters that affect them. Finally, we would like to help 

facilitate dialogue with the city and to create closer 

bonds within our neighborhood.  
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